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Animere language 


Animere (sometimes Anyimere or Kunda, the latter being a 
toponym) is a language spoken in Ghana, in the Kecheibe and 
Kunda villages of the Benimbere people. It is most closely related to 
Kebu or Akebu of Togo. Both are Ghana Togo Mountain languages 
(GTM), classified as members of the Ka-Togo group by Heine 
(1968). Like most other GTM languages, Animere is a noun-class 
language. 

Animere is an endangered language which is no longer being passed 
on to children; the speaker count is approximately 30 (Blench 
2006).^ Already in 1965 Adele, another GTM language, was the 
dominant language among the younger generation in the Animere 
area, and only elderly people spoke Animere among themselves, 
leading Heine (1968) to expect that 'the language is going to be 
extinct in a few decades'.^ Knowledge of Twi, a dominant regional 
language, is also widespread among the Benimbere. 


Footnotes 


i.info/Language/Nige 
r-Congo/GTML%20Website/GTMLanguagetables/GTMLIo 

cations.mht# ftnl) notes that all 30 speakers are over 35 
years old. A 2003 Ethnologue estimate of 700 probably 
counts all ethnic Benimbere. Bodomo 1996:38 states that 
"Animere (...) is said to be dying out (only 250 speakers 
now)". Bodomo's figure probably derives from an older 
edition of the Ethnologue also cited by Sommer 1992. 
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2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Animere" (http://glott 
olog.org/resource/languoid/id/animl239) Glottolog 3.0 Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History. 

3. Heine (1968) says that only members of Nkwanta and Kontro clans of the Benimbere speak 
(some) Animere; cf. Sommer 1992:308 
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External links 


■ Animere profile (http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=9795&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&U 
RL SECTIQN=201.html) on UNESCO-CI 

■ Ethnologue report for Animere (http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=anf) 

■ ELAR archive of Documention of Animere, Ghana (Kwa, Niger-Congo): A Pilot Study (http://ela 
r.soas.ac.uk/deposit/0331) 
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